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Course Description
You’ll learn stuff in this class, I hope. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit.
Maecenas scelerisque elit sapien, eu consequat dui blandit in. Vestibulum dignissim feugiat mau-
ris, at pretium turpis blandit nec. Aliquam porta scelerisque tortor, eget imperdiet quam dapibus
et. Sed ut sollicitudin orci, id elementum arcu. Sed arcu quam, vestibulum molestie mattis sed,
ultricies sed est. Phasellus eu nunc et urna volutpat pharetra. Donec interdum ante vitae odio
malesuada blandit. Fusce at condimentum libero, eu elementum arcu. Aenean posuere id lorem
in varius. Sed bibendum neque pretium dolor faucibus, in cursus ipsum suscipit. Lorem ipsum
dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Aliquam erat volutpat. Phasellus mollis egestas risus,
non maximus nisl euismod sit amet. Vestibulum laoreet et urna vitae rutrum. Donec quis dui elit.

Course Objectives
1. You’ll learn this

2. And also that

3. Perhaps some of this too.

Required Readings

Course Policy
I will detail the policy for this course below. Basically, don’t cheat and try to learn stuff. Don’t be
that guy.

Grading Policy

• 20% of your grade will be determined by a midterm during normal class hours.

• 20% of your grade will be determined by a term paper that documents your appreciation of
Foghat’s “Slow Ride”, the most important song ever written. “Slow Ride” is what Mozart
wishes Don Giovanni could have been.

• 10% of your grade will be determined by your attendance and participation in class. Gener-
ally, ask questions and answer them.
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Figure 1: A Scatterplot of the Relationship between Class Attendance and Final Grade

• 20% of your grade will be determined by a 20-page term paper on when exactly “The Love
Boat” jumped the proverbial shark. You will address whether this shark-jumping can be
attributed to Ted McGinley, the introduction of Jill Whelan as “Vicki”, or some other cause.

• 30% of your grade will be determined by a final exam.

Attendance Policy

Showing up is 80 percent of life – Woody Allen, via Marshall Brickman

Students should be weary of skipping class. I deduct all participation points for a class after five
unexcused absences and this can have important implications for a student’s overall grade in the
class. There is already a strong positive correlation between the percentage of classes a student has
attended in the course and the student’s final grade for the semester (r = 0.716) for all 481 students
I have taught since Fall 2014.

A simple linear regression of a student’s final grade on percentage of classes attended for the
semester for all classes I have taught since Fall 2014 suggests an increase of one percent in at-
tendance for the semester leads to an estimated increase of 0.815 in the student’s final grade.
Whereas one missed classes constitutes about a five-percent decrease in percentage attendance for
the semester, one missed class means an estimated decrease of 4.075 in the overall grade. The
effect of attendance on the final grade for the class is precise (t = 22.475) and the likelihood that
there is no actual relationship between attendance and final grade for the semester is almost zero.
This simple linear model with just one predictor (attendance) provides a good fit as well (R2 =
0.513). See Figure 1 in this document.

A student might object that attendance is partly endogenous to a grade since past classes deducted

2/5

http://quoteinvestigator.com/2013/06/10/showing-up/#note-6553-1


POSC 0000: A Class with an R Markdown Syllabus – Fall 2016

all participation points after five unexcused absences. This is true, but the findings hold even when
I subset the data to cases where attendance is greater than 75% (i.e. roughly the threshold below
which I deduct all participation points). Students who just meet the threshold for full participation
points nevertheless get an estimated decrease of 2.86 in their overall grade for each missed class.
This effect is also precise (t = 7.275). Put another way, we would have observed this effect in my
data if there were no true effect of attendance on grades about 0 times in 100,000 “trials” (i.e. p =
0), on average. That probability is effectively zero. Attend class.

Late Arrival of the Professor Policy

My current university, from what I have been told, asks professors to have policies written into
their syllabus about what students should do if the professor is more than 15 minutes late to class.
This seems like an anachronism. I will inform students via e-mail in advance of class if class is
cancelled for the day. I will also contact our department secretary if something happened on the
way to work. Failing that, assume the worst happened to me. I ask the students make sure that
my story gets the proper treatment on an Investigation Discovery show. I also ask that my story be
narrated by Keith Morrison.

E-mail Policy

I am usually quick to respond to student e-mails. However, student e-mails tend to do several
things that try my patience. I have a new policy, effective Fall 2016, that outlines why I will not
respond to certain e-mails students send. Multiple rationales follow.

1. The student could answer his/her own inquiry by reading the syllabus.
2. The student missed class for which there was no exam. I do not need to know the exact

reason for a missed class. Students with excusable absences are responsible for giving me a
note in hard copy that documents the reason for the missed class. An e-mail is unnecessary
unless the impromptu absence involved missing a midterm or final.

3. The student wants to know what topics s/he missed during a class s/he skipped. The an-
swer is always “you missed what was on the syllabus.”

4. The student is protesting a grade without reference to specific points of objection. See the
policy on protesting a grade in the syllabus. These e-mails tend to be expressive utility on the
part of the student and do not require a response from me. Students interested in improving
their knowledge of material should see me during office hours.

5. The students wants to know how many classes s/he missed at some point during the semester.
I assume the student has a better answer to that question than me until the end of the
semester.

6. The student is requesting an extension on an assignment for which the syllabus already
established the deadline. The answer is always “no”.

7. The student is “grade grubbing” or asking to round up a grade. The answer is always “no”.
8. The student is asking for an extra credit opportunity, a request that amounts to more grading

for the professor. The answer is “no”.

Make-Up Exam Policy

There are NO make-ups for missed exams. Don’t bother asking.

Academic Dishonesty Policy

Don’t cheat. Don’t be that guy. Yes, you. You know exactly what I’m talking about too.
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Disabilities Policy

Federal law mandates the provision of services at the university-level to qualified students with
disabilities. Make sure to include all that relevant information here.
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Class Schedule
Students must read the following before Tuesday’s class session. Important: class readings are
subject to change, contingent on mitigating circumstances and the progress we make as a class.
Students are encouraged to attend lectures and check the course website for updates.

Week 01, 08/15 - 08/19: Syllabus Day

No class Thursday (Political scientists usually have a conference to start the semester).

Read all associated documents on course website.

• Taking Good Notes
• Dos and Dont’s of Writing for Students
• Assorted Tips for Students on Writing Research Papers
• Exam Grading Policy
• Fun with Attendance and Grades (i.e. Students Should Attend Class)

Week 02, 08/22 - 08/26: The First Topic Where We Read John Vasquez

Week 03, 08/29 - 09/02: Read the Nos. 90-97 Items in My Bib

Your “Slow Ride” appreciation paper is due in Thursday’s class.

Week 04, 09/05 - 09/09: Read Bib Item No. 120

Week 05, 09/12 - 09/16: The Fourth Topic with Bib Item No. 510

Week 06, 09/19 - 09/23: Keep

Week 07, 09/26 - 09/30: Going

Week 08, 10/03 - 10/07: Down

Week 09, 10/10 - 10/14: the

Week 10, 10/17 - 10/21: Line

Week 11, 10/24 - 10/28: Until

Week 12, 10/31 - 11/04: You

Week 13, 11/07 - 11/11: Are

Week 14, 11/14 - 11/18: Done

Week 15, 11/21 - 11/25: with

Week 16, 11/28 - 12/02: your

Week 17, 12/05 - 12/09: Syllabus
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